
APPENDIX E
S182 Extracts – Film Guidance 

Protection of children from harm 
2.36 The 2003 Act provides that, where a premises licence or club premises certificate 

authorises the exhibition of a film, it must include a condition requiring the 
admission of children to films to be restricted in accordance with recommendations 
given either by a body designated under section 4 of the Video Recordings Act 1984 
specified in the licence (the British Board of Film Classification is currently the only 
body which has been so designated) or by the licensing authority itself. Further 
details are given in Chapter 10. 

 

Censorship 
10.17 In general, other than in the context of film classification for film exhibitions, 

licensing authorities should not use their powers under the 2003 Act to seek to 
impose conditions which censor the content of any form of regulated entertainment. 
This is not a proper function of licensing law and cannot be properly related to the 
licensing objectives. The content of regulated entertainment is a matter which is 
addressed by existing laws governing indecency and obscenity. Where the concern 
is about protecting children, their access should be restricted where appropriate. 
But no other limitation should normally be imposed. 

 

Exhibition of films 
10.59 The 2003 Act provides that where a premises licence or club premises certificate 

authorises the exhibition of a film, it must include a condition requiring the 
admission of  children to films to be restricted in accordance with recommendations 
given either by a  body designated under section 4 of the Video Recordings Act 1984 
specified in the licence (currently only the British Board of Film Classification 
(BBFC)) or by the licensing authority itself. 

10.60 The effect of paragraph 5 of Schedule 1 to the 2003 Act is to exempt adverts from 
the definition of regulated entertainment, but not exempt them from the definition 
of exhibition of a film. Since the above mandatory condition applies to ‘any film’, it 
is therefore applicable to the exhibition of adverts. 

 

Children and cinemas 
14.62 The statement of policy should make clear that in the case of premises giving film
 exhibitions17, the licensing authority will expect licence holders or clubs to include in 
 their operating schedules arrangements for restricting children from viewing age-
 restricted films classified according to the recommendations of the British Board of 
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 Film Classification or the licensing authority itself (see paragraphs 10.59 to 10.60).
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